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1. Claims 1 -11 remain for examination.. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

(a) Claim 1, it is not clear how the bypass is different from the path transferring the 
data or what is the source and destination of the bypass. 

(b) Claim 1, it is not clear on what the generation of the sign bit is based. 

(c) Claim 1, it is not clear what is the function of the aligner with respect to the data 

transferred. 

(d) Claim 2, it is not clear what are the choices of selection. 

(e) Claim 3, it is ambiguous that sign bit is generated by selectively processing a part 
of the data that is transferred from the cache memory to an aligner. 

(f) .Claim 5, the same as (a) and (c). 

(g) Claim 6, the same as (d). 

(h) Claim 7, it is not clear what are the inputs and outputs of the multiplexers. 

(i) Claims 4, 8, and 10, the same as (e). 

(j) Claim 11, the same as (e) and (h). 
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4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Simone, 
U.S. Patent No. 5,638,312, cited in the previous office action. 

The rejection is respectfully maintained for reasons set forth in the previous office 
action incorporated herein by reference as Simone teaches the passing of data from 
cache (101) to aligners (701, 702, 705, 706) in fig. 7, wherein sign bits are generated 
and transferred via a bypass different from the data path. 


6. Applicant's arguments filed August 27, 2004 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argued that various noted features are described in the specification 
and the bypass (assuming 201) in Simone bypasses the aligner (102) in fig. 2. 

The noted features are not recited in the claims and features described in the 
specification are not imported into claims. 
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Applicant is directed to the cited features in fig.7 instead of the Z-flag generator 
(201) in fig. 2 for the teaching of the recited claim limitations. 


7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenneth S KIM whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3627. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-17:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Mark Rinehart can be reached on (571) 272-3632. 


*** 

October 18, 2004 




